[Palatal sensory impairment after setoplasty].
A certain percentage of patients complain of numbness or pain in the palatine mucosa, posterior to the incisors, following septal surgery. The symptoms arise from lesions of the nasopalatine nerve near the floor of the nose. In order to demonstrate the sequelae of these lesions, we performed a prospective study on 31 individuals undergoing septoplasty. A maxillary-premaxillary approach to the nasal floor was used on one side in a group of 13 patients and on both sides in a group of 18 patients according to the respective unilateral or bilateral septal pathology. Unilateral or bilateral division of the nasopalatine nerves was anticipated. The threshold of sensitivity to a direct current of up to 500 mA with pulses of 100 msec duration was determined preoperatively. The test was repeated 8 days postoperatively at 5 defined points of the palatine mucosa: posterior to both incisors and both canine teeth and at the incisive papilla. In addition, the patients were questioned about distinct palatine sensations 8 days and 3 to 5 months after septoplasty. Neither group showed any significant elevation of the threshold of sensitivity to a direct current 8 days postoperatively, regardless of whether unilateral or bilateral subperiostal tunnels of the nasal floor had been. However, thirteen patients (32%) described disturbances of sensitivity, most frequently numbness or soreness. The symptoms occurred in both groups with equal distribution. After an interval of 3 to 5 months postoperatively, 16% of all operated patients still had some kind of palatine discomfort.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)